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An original Grants Pass Musical at 

Music, Lyrics and Book by John Buckley Sleadd 
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Music Direction by Ron Strom 
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Brunel Prodigal — Chuck Kostrna 

Sarah Prodigal — Sheryln Smith 

Lawson Prodigal — Ryan Imel 

Ferrell Prodigal — Stephen Kostrna 

Grace Prodigal — Brynlee Morrison 

Hope Prodigal — Lexi Imel 

Joy Prodigal — Emily Bullock 

  

Robert Brenton — Ron Strom 

Anne Brenton — Jeanette Stark 

Margaret Brenton — Sarah Foster 

Jane Brenton — Ariel Kostrna 

  

Gabrielle — Sarah Kostrna 

Pint Ashby — Ricky Reebel 

Sirenella — Michele Spohn 

Master Bond — John Sleadd 

 

Taylor — Stan Olds 

Pat — Sharon Giddings 

Nell — Spencer Morrison 

Sammy — Anthony Morphy 

Jess — Rebekah Lidey 

Cast of characters 

DIRECTOR — Rachel Kostrna 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR — Ron Strom 

 

CHOREOGRAPHERS — Rachel Kostrna, Tianna Eddy 

 

STAGE MANAGER — Leanne Strom 

 

PRODUCER — Arden Sleadd 

 

PLAYWRIGHT/COMPOSER/LYRICIST — John Sleadd 

 

PIANO — Christine Morrison 

BASS — Howard Hori 

 

RUN CREW  — Jeremiah Swanson, Jenni Bender 

 

LIGHT DESIGNER — Clyde Highbarger 

LIGHT OPERATOR — Philip Perkins  

 

SOUND DESIGNER — Keith Fuller  

SOUND OPERATOR — Caleb Sleadd 

 

COSTUMER — Bre Imel 

 

HAIR & MAKE-UP — Kathleen Bowen 

 

SET DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION — John Sleadd 

Production team 





Note from the Director 

When I first heard about John Sleadd’s vision for writing, pro-

ducing, and performing in a musical within one year my first 

thought was, “That’s never going to happen.” Doing theatre is 

a huge commitment, and I didn’t think the project was really 

possible. When I was approached in  December about direct-

ing, the script wasn’t even finished. My reason said, “Stay 

away! Don’t direct it, this is going to be a mess!” but my heart 

said, “DO IT!” and I’m glad I did.  

As a Christian theatre major at Southern Oregon University, I 

have difficulty finding God-honoring material. When I heard 

John wanted to write a musical that was God-honoring and 

that makes the audience “laugh, cry, and send them home 

humming,” I got very excited. When I think of good musical 

theatre, that’s exactly what I think of, and I think that is exact-

ly what we have in The Prodigals.  

Based on the Biblical parable of the Prodigal Son told by    

Jesus in Luke 15, The Prodigals is a human story about family 

and the power of forgiveness. This retelling of the parable   

focuses on the brothers’ relationship and how it affects their 

family and the people around them.  

 

     Please enjoy!  

— Rachel Kostrna, Director 

Note from the Playwright 

I wanted to bring the thought-provoking tale of the Prodigal 

Son to the stage, packaged as musical drama to engage the eyes, 

charm the ears and move the heart. I have taken the liberty to 

embellish the parable with additional characters and plot arcs.   

  

The wealthy Prodigal family lives in Portsmouth, England in 

the Victorian era during the rise of both industrialism and ro-

manticism.  These movements help shape the characters of 

Lawson, the elder son, an exacting, engineering prodigy, and 

his younger brother, Ferrell, a reckless wanderer.  The two clash 

in personality and ambition.  

  

Ferrell sails off to the Moroccan city of Permission and prompt-

ly squanders all his wealth.  He gets ends up in Destitution, but 

is able to escape back to Portsmouth. Once home, he receives 

his father’s forgiveness, but his brother’s scorn.  Added to this 

are a corrupt companion, charming sisters, love interests, a    

villainous slave master, and an ingenious invention for further 

drama. 

  

I pray that God will be glorified in The Prodigals and that He 

will, to quote Gabrielle at play’s end, “open eyes to where hope 

can roam, and remind you, every prodigal, that saving faith can 

lead you home.” 

  

 

               Blessings, 

— John Sleadd, Playwright/Composer/Lyricist 





SERVING OUR NEIGHBORS. COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE. 

Southern Oregon Sanitation is a 60-year-old, family owned and      

operated business specializing in waste management systems. The 

firm’s key component is in residential waste. With 24,000 customers 

and the motto “Anything people want to get rid of, we want to be the 

solution,” the SOS team has not only established itself as the      

neighborhood garbage company, but also a pro-active business    

concerned about the environment. 

Grants Pass Area 
1381 Redwood Ave 
Phone: (541) 479-5335  

Eagle Point Area 

42 Ball Rd, Eagle Point 

Phone: (541) 826-5691  

Reedsport Area 
Phone: (541) 271-4117  

Thank You to our patrons! 

$50 — $150 

 
Michael Weisman 

Mike & Stacie Eddy  

Roland & Sharon Giddings  

Williams Community Church  

At Your Pace Online 

Deborah Marynak  

Robert MacFarlane   

Voyla Steves   

James Morphy  

Michael Mabry   

Bob Just   

The Shaft 

$200 — $500 
 

Tom & Sumiyo Bickel   

Friends of Anthony Morphy 

Ron & Leanne Strom  

Michele Spohn  

Henderson's Line Up  

Evergreen Federal Bank 

Note from the Producer: 

We appreciate all our donors for placing 

their faith in this unheard-of theatre compa-

ny. As we went to print, we had raised 

$4300, in part through our Generosity.com 

campaign. Thank you and God bless you!  

— Arden Sleadd  

Do you want to support our endeavors of bringing faith

-based theatre to our community? See the last page! 

https://goo.gl/maps/RRi3KEuKuP32


ACT I 

1. The Port                (The News) 

2. Prodigal Home            (Love Is the Thing) 

3. Prodigal Study           (Take it Now) 

4. Prodigal Home, later that day       (Folly and Woe) 

5. The Port               (High Time) 

6. Prodigal Home, several weeks later (Simple Things of Life) 

7. City of Permission          (Welcome to Permission) 

8. City of Permission, three weeks later 

9. Outside Brenton Home 

10. Brenton Home, later that day       (Let Love Come to You) 

11. Land of Destitution                              (Destitution) 

12. Prodigal Home        (Do You Pray) 

13. Land of Destitution, nine months later (What You Deserve)  

14. Prodigal Home              (Faith Can Lead You Home) 

 
       ———————   INTERMISSION  ——–———— 

 
ACT II 

 

15. Destitution, 10 months later (No One Escapes Me for Good) 

16. The Port                (Lost and Found) 

17. The Port, the next day 

18. Brenton Home, three days later 

19. Prodigal Home (The Ball, I Cannot Go In, Condemnation) 

20. Prodigal Study, immediately following 

21. A Garden          (God is Engineering Something New) 

22. Prodigal Home, three months later 

Set in Portsmouth, England, 1825 



 Rachel Kostrna | Director  & Choreographer  

Rachel is a senior BFA candidate at Southern Oregon University 

where she studies performance. While at SOU she studied directing 

and directed A Dopey Fairy Tale as her final. In 2014 Rachel directed 

Barnstormer’s production of Larry’s Best Friend. At SOU, Rachel  

played Mrs. Medlock in The Secret Garden the Musical, and Mother 

Gibbs in Our Town. In Grants Pass she played Mrs. Meers 

in Thoroughly Modern Millie and Liesl in The Sound of Music.  

 Ron Strom | Musical Director  & Rober t Brenton  

Ron Strom has served as music director & orchestra conductor for 

several Rogue Music Theatre & One Eleven productions. His on-stage 

experience includes Singin' in the Rain and Barnstormers' Scrooge the 

Musical. He is honored to be collaborating with friend John Sleadd on 

John’s first full-length musical, which brings to life the greatest para-

ble in history. He’s privileged once again to work with his children and 

beloved wife of 30 years, stage manager extraordinaire Leanne Strom. 

 Leanne Strom | Stage Manager  

Leanne has enjoyed performing in many musicals through the years 

but this time is working behind the scenes – stage managing this won-

derful show as a labor of love. She has been delighted watching the 

cast become their characters and has enjoyed watching John Sleadd's 

dream turn into a powerful display of God's gracious love for His chil-

dren and the hope He gives us! Indeed, "Faith can lead you home!" 

 Chuck Kostrna |  Brunel Prodigal 

 Chuck enjoys theater arts, so being in a production directed by his 

daughter and with his family as cast members is super fun and satisfy-

ing. One of the most enjoyable aspects of his life is being a dad and 

getting to love & direct his family --  so you might say he was type 

cast.  The Prodigals production has been especially satisfying with its 

wholesome script, which communicates a message of acceptance and 

reconciliation that we all need to be challenged with as we journey in 

our world today. 

 Sheryln Smith | Sarah Prodigal 

Sheryln is pleased to be making her theatrical return with Clarion  

Theatre after 25 years. Her performing arts career began playing the 

Mother in a 1st grade production of Tom Thumb. High School/College 

madrigals and a University Vocal Scholarship led to a career of      

professional singing encompassing jazz, blues, classic ballads, Broad-

way and rock shows, a tour of the Orient, National Christian TV ap-

pearances and winning 2011 Southern Oregon's Got Talent” at The 

Craterian Theatre in Medford, OR.  

 Ryan Imel | Lawson Prodigal 

Although a theatre novice, Ryan loves music and is excited to be a part 

of helping people have a richer understanding of God’s grace -- and 

maybe see an old parable in a new way. A shepherd at heart, he serves 

as a deacon, worship leader and Bible teacher at Household of Faith 

church. However, Ryan believes his most important roles are at home, 

as he and his wife joyfully raise their 3 children together. 

 Stephen Kostrna | Fer rell Prodigal 

Stephen is a 24-year-old recent college graduate on his way to becoming 

a high school science teacher. His theater experiences include One Elev-

en’s Cinderella and Little Mermaid, as well as Barnstormers’ Butterfin-

gers Angel and Scrooge the Musical.  Stephen is pleased to be able to 

contribute his time & effort to this delightful faith-based production, and 

is ever so glad to share the stage once again with his loving wife, Ariel. 

 Brynlee Morrison | Grace Prodigal 

Brynlee, a high school senior, will have the pleasure to portray Grace 

Prodigal in this performance! She is very excited to return to her acting 

career this summer after being in Little Shop of Horrors as Audrey and 

in Picnic as Mrs. Potts, both at GPHS this last school year. She's been 

especially honored to combine her love of God with her passion for the-

ater while working on this show, which she hopes you enjoy!  

 Lexi Imel | Hope Prodigal 

Lexi is thoroughly enjoying this experience, and thinks it’s pretty funny 

she was cast as her dad’s little sister! She has previously performed in 

Willy Wonka. She just finished 5th grade and her favorite things all have 

4 legs: her current endeavor is raising bunnies (among other critters). 

 Emily Bullock |  Joy Prodigal 

Emily, 10, just finished 5th grade where she was in Mr. Sleadd's class at 

Highland Elementary School.  Emily has been in the Nutcracker for the 

past 4 years and has been in Mr. Gebo's acting classes and Youth Thea-

ter Ensemble for the past 3 years.  She loves music and plays the violin 

in the YSSO.  Her favorite thing about being in The Prodigals is telling a 

good story to people while having fun with friends.  

 Jeanette Stark | Anne Brenton 

Jeanette works full-time for KAJO/KLDR Radio and part –time for Bet-

ter Life Television. She has adopted a granddaughter and they were in 

One Eleven Theater’s Willy Wonka; Jeanette played Mrs. Gloop.  She 

appeared in RMT’s Scrooge the Musical, has sung in several rock &  

roll bands and blues bands over the years, but now leads worship music 

at her church. “May God Richly Bless you, Guard and Protect you.”   



 Sarah Foster | Margaret Brenton 

Sarah has spent most of her life on stage, both in the USA and in Aus-

tralia. Some of her more recent shows have been; A Day in Hollywood /

A Night in the Ukraine, 70 Girls 70, The Nutcracker Ballet, and Nun-

sense. Sarah would like to dedicate this performance to her 4 amazing 

children. "Beauty is truth, truth beauty, — that is all Ye know on earth, 

and all ye need to know." 

 Ariel Kostrna | Jane Brenton 

Ariel is honored to be a part of this truly special production and has en-

joyed working with each of the cast & crew. She’s been in many musi-

cals over the years, her favorite being Cinderella where she played the 

lead – and met her real-life Prince, Stephen (who happened to be playing 

the Prince). She loves writing, composing, traveling, nature, theology, 

pasta, cats, and spending time with her beloved husband & family. 

 Sarah Kostrna | Gabr ielle 

“Thank you for attending! I’m excited you’re here!” With her past expe-

rience of playing Cinderella (Into the Woods), Mark Anthony, Puck, 

Guildenstern (All The World’s A Stage), Meg (Little Women), a Pirate 

(Peter Pan), and ensemble in Cinderella, she’s excited about adding 

Gabrielle to her repertoire. She currently directs in Calico Street, a chil-

dren’s theatre at River Valley Community Church. The Prodigals is a 

beautiful production, and she wishes you thoroughly enjoy the show! 

 Ricky Reebel | Pint Ashby 

Ricky was born here in Grants Pass and has had the opportunity to play 

Jack in Into the Woods, and Captain Hook in Peter Pan. He has been 

acting for over 7 years and is excited to play Pint in The Prodigals.   

 Michele Spohn |  Sirenella  

Michele is thrilled to be a part of this Clarion Theater production of The 

Prodigals. She's previously been Mrs. Corry in Mary Poppins and most 

recently the deliciously wicked Ursula in The Little Mermaid. She's hav-

ing a blast playing the flamboyant and comically conniving Sirenella, 

but the story of the prodigal son is near and dear to her heart. She hopes 

that this story of faith will bring hope to all who see it. 

 John Sleadd | Master  Bond & Playwr ight/Composer /Lyr icist  

John is pastor at Household of Faith and fifth-grade teacher at Highland 

Elementary. He has written several short musicals for children, but The 

Prodigals is his first full-length endeavor. You may recognize him from 

two recent Grants Pass productions as Mr. Banks in Mary Poppins, and 

Tom Jenkins the soup peddler in Scrooge. He enjoys with relish his vil-

lain role as Master Bond. 

 Stan Olds | Taylor  

Stan is a retired skills trainer & teacher. He has a BA in history & ele-

mentary teaching credential from CSU East Bay. He taught elementary 

grades in Fairfield, CA, then moved to Gold Hill in 1980.  Now lives in 

Grants Pass where he retired from Aspire. His limited theatre experi-

ence includes church plays, high school senior class play, pit orchestra 

for Oklahoma in Panama, Dr. John McLaughlin with History Players, 

and reading "Tall Tales from Rogue River" as Hathaway Jones. 

 Sharon Giddings | Pat 

Sharon is thrilled to be in this premiere production with this wonderful 

cast and crew, and to have a part in the beginnings of a new theatre 

company.  A recent transplant to S. Oregon, she has performed in   

theatre and film in the Seattle area for 14 years.  Some favorite projects 

include the film Rogue Saints and plays The Curious Savage  and   

Narnia.  "Thanks to Roland for love and support and to Father God for 

countless blessings.” 

 Spencer Morrison | Nell 

Spencer is excited, as this is his first production! Spencer has always 

been into music & the arts and is eager to put them to use in The Prodi-

gals. Spencer is very energetic and is always looking for something to 

do — like building things, for example. He enjoys spending time with 

his family and hanging out with friends. He hopes to be in more pro-

ductions in the future and hopes you enjoy the show! 

 Anthony Morphy | Sammy 

Anthony, 12, is excited to be in The Prodigals.  This marks his debut 

into the world of theatre and he has enjoyed every minute! Anthony 

lives in Williams with his family and participates in the home school 

group Classical Conversations. A Philomath at heart and an avid read-

er, Anthony loves collecting facts and knowledge from biographies, 

magazines, and any book suitable for bathroom reading. 

 Rebekah Lidey | Jess 

Rebekah, 11, will be in sixth grade in the fall. She has performed in 

Mary Poppins, a One Eleven production where she played a bee/kite 

flyer. She was also in Annie Junior, where she played Grace Ferrell. 

She has been taking Tom Gebo’s acting classes at Highland Elemen-

tary for 3 years. Acting is one of her passions, and she has loved acting 

in The Prodigals!  



Art Display: work of Sherrill Brumbach, local Christian artist. Available for sale. 



First Impressions the Movie, Mollie Means, Ruth Sears and 

Sherlyn Smith for  loan of costumes 

 

Sherlyn Smith, Arden Sleadd and Sharon Giddings for  alter ing 

costumes and loaning/making props 

 

Stacie Eddy for  creating the “Permission” sign  

 

Dave Bullock for  building our  generators 

 

Gateway Christian Fellowship, Household of Faith Community 

Church, and John & Arden Sleadd for  rehearsal space 

 

John Neyhart for  photography and being our  publicist  

 

John Rinehold for  videography 

 

Evergreen Federal Bank for  poster  pr inting  

 

KAJO/KLDR, the Dove, and The Daily Courier for  publicity 

 

Wayd Drake of Barnstormers Theatre for  shar ing props, sets, 

and costumes with us  —  and for answering a million questions 

 

All those who helped with concessions and ushering, painting the 

set, covering our town in posters, and anything else that brought 

this show to life! 

 

And finally, our Lord Jesus Christ. To Him alone be the glory! 

 

We would like to thank: 

JOHN 14:6 

Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life; no one comes to the Father           

but through Me.” 

 

 

ACTS 4:12 

“And there is salvation in no one else;  for there 

is no other name under heaven that has been 

given among men by which we must be saved.” 



Playbill credits: 

 
Design 

Ariel Kostrna  
 

Cover Art 

Alexa Weisman 
 

Printing 

MacGraphically Yours 

         I would like to see more productions like this. My tax-

deductible donation to Clarion Theatre is enclosed. 

 I would like to be on your email list. My email address is: 

  

 I would like to order a DVD of The Prodigals. Enclosed 

is $10 made out to Clarion Theatre Co. Please mail my DVD to:  

 

OUR VISION: 
Clarion Theatre Company exists to glorify God 

through the gifts of storytelling, music, and theatre. 

Fill out this form and drop it in the tip jar, or mail it to:  

Clarion Theatre Company 

305 NE 6th Street, #5000 

Grants Pass OR 97526 

STAY CONNECTED: 
 

• Keep up to date on our news by liking our Facebook page:   

  www.FB.me/ClarionTheatreCompany  
 

• Visit our site: www.clariontheatregp.wix.com/prodigals 




